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Overview and Discussion

W-3A Notice of Intention to Plug and Abandon
W-3 Plugging Record

This presentation is a general overview of how to file an Intent to 
Plug and Plugging Record utilizing the RRC Online System.
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1936 Application to Plug
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Oil and Gas Forms Library

https://rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-gas/oil-and-gas-forms/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LoC1ofAAtk
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Navigating to the RRC Applications

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/
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Select the RRC Online Application
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Log In – Select Well Plugging Application (1 of 2)

Step 1 Step 2
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Log In – Select Well Plugging Application (2 of 2)

Step 3

Step 4
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W-3A User’s Guide Page 4

Statewide Rule 14(a)(5)

9



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

W-3A Online (1 of 2)
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W-3A Online (2 of 2)
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GW-2 Purpose H15 Not Acceptable for Plugging
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GW-2 Purpose H15 Acceptable for Plugging

13



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

W-3A Online Casing Record

Historic Plug Information:
Well previously TA’d (i.e., set CIBP w/cement) not reported, list isolated 
intervals (attach W-15).
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Plugging Proposal
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Plugging Requirements: AOR

Area of Review (AOR): It is recommended to perform an AOR 
evaluation around the subject well using the RRC GIS Viewer to 
determine if there are any disposal zones, productive zones, or other 
potential flow zones within the area. Any of these zones identified 
during the AOR evaluation present in the subject well should be 
isolated by a cement plug. Such zones would include:

• A disposal or injection well within ¼ mile injecting fluids in a zone 
shallower than the subject well’s completed zone;

• An unplugged producer within ¼ mile that is completed in a zone 
shallower than the subject well’s completed zone;

• A known corrosive or over pressured zone that overlies the subject 
well’s completed zone.

16

https://gis.rrc.texas.gov/GISViewer/


Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Plugging Requirements (1 of 2)

• The following minimum plugs are required to be set in each well 
based upon wellbore construction:
– The “bottom” plug: a CIBP + 20 feet of cement, or a minimum 100-foot 

plug + 10% immediately above the productive interval (within 100 feet of 
perforations, open holes, or kickoff point (KOP)).

– Across all productive formations 

– Across any corrosive, over-pressured, disposal, or injection zones.

– Across the shoe of the surface casing (may be tagged if it includes the 
BUQW).

– Across the BUQW, wait on cement 4 hours and tag.

– Across each water zone designated in the GAU determination letter 

– The “surface” plug.
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Plugging Requirements (2 of 2)

• Any gas or water flows encountered during plugging operations must 
be reported to the Commission before continuing plugging 
operations.

• Plugs are to straddle the zones to be covered, minimum 50 feet 
above and 50 feet below.

• Operators are required to perforate and circulate cement if there is 
not sufficient cement behind the casing, cementing data is unknown, 
or if known location data requires.

• If practical, it is preferred that operators remove the screen or liner 
from the well. If it is not removed, set a minimum 100-foot plug + 
10% across the top.

• Don’t forget your mud!
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Approved Cementer P-5 Specialty Code
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W-3A Expiration Date

20



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Hardcopy Form W-3A
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Log In – Select the W-3 Application

Step 1

Step 2
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W-3 Workflow
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W-3 Online (1 of 10)

Answer Yes if:

• You are the operator of the well

• You are not an RRC-designated plugger

• You pumped the cement to plug the well
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W-3 Online (2 of 10)
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W-3 Online (3 of 10)
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W-3 Online (4 of 10)
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W-3 Online (5 of 10)
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W-3 Online (6 of 10)
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W-3 Online (7 of 10)
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W-3 Online (8 of 10)
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W-3 Online (9 of 10)
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W-3 Online (10 of 10)
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Required Attachments

• Current GAU Determination Letter

• Dry Holes:

– Form W-15 – Cementing Report

– Form L-1 – Electric Log Status Report
• Attach log 

• Requesting confidentiality is not an option

• A Form L-1 showing “No Log Run”

• Approved P-13 form: If well being converted to Fresh 
Water production 
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W-3 Cementer Steps (1 of 3)
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W-3 Cementer Steps (2 of 3)

36



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

W-3 Cementer Steps (3 of 3)

For filing purposes, enter:

• Surface as “0” (zero) 

• Casing and hole size data as whole number 

and fraction, not with decimal, for example: 

− 4 1/2, not 4.5 

− 8 5/8, not 8.625 

− 16, not 16.0
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Operator Submission Steps

1. Log in.

2. Select W-3 to be submitted. 
• Filings in Operator Review stage may have been returned from 

plugging company and may be ready to submit to RRC.

3. Review the filing. 
• Return to the plugging company if necessary or certify for approval.

4. Click the Submit to District button. 

5. Upon successful submission, system will send confirmation 
emails to both filer and appropriate RRC district office 
including saving a .pdf of the “submitted” version of W-3 to the 
“Files” tab. 

38



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Hardcopy Form W-3

SWR 14(b)(1)
The operator shall complete and file in the district 
office a duly verified plugging record, in duplicate, on 
the appropriate form within 30 days after plugging 
operations are completed. 39
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True or False #1 Q.

Of course, you can tag the top of a cement 

plug using a wireline!
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True or False #1 A.

Of course, you can tag the top of a cement plug using a wireline!

FALSE

SWR 14(d)(2)

The operator shall verify the placement of the plug required at the 

base of the deepest usable quality water stratum by…tagging with 

tubing or drill pipe…or by an alternate method approved by the 

district director or the district director’s delegate.
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True or False #2 Q.

Oops…oh well…doesn’t matter

I dropped my 44 oz. Dr. Pepper into the 

cement mix.
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True or False #2 A.

Oops…oh well…doesn’t matter

I dropped my 44 oz. Dr. Pepper into the cement mix.

FALSE

SWR 14(d)(4)

All cement for plugging shall be an approved API oil well cement 

without volume extenders and shall be mixed in accordance with 

API standards.
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District Office Contacts

For immediate assistance regarding casing and cementing 

questions, please call the appropriate District Office

Districts 01 & 02 San Antonio

112 E. Pecan Street, Suite 705

San Antonio, TX  78205

Phone: 210-227-1313

Fax: 210-227-4822

san_antonio@rrc.texas.gov

District 03 Houston

1919 N. Loop West, Suite 620

Houston, TX  77008

Phone: 713-869-5001

Fax: 713-869-9621

houston@rrc.texas.gov

District 04 Corpus Christi

10320 IH-37

Corpus Christi, TX  78410

Phone: 361-242-3113

Fax: 361-242-9613

corpus_christi@rrc.texas.gov

Districts 05 & 06 Kilgore

100 Bane Blvd.

Henderson, TX  75652

Phone: 903-655-1840

Fax: None

kilgore@rrc.texas.gov

District 7B Abilene

1969 Industrial Blvd.

Abilene, TX  79602

Phone: 325-692-0404

Fax: 325-692-0273

abilene@rrc.texas.gov

District 7C San Angelo

622 South Oakes, Suite J

San Angelo, TX  76903

Phone: 325-657-7450

Fax: 325-657-7455

san_angelo@rrc.texas.gov

District 08 Midland

10 Desta Dr., Suite 500 E

Midland, TX  79705

Phone: 432-684-5581

Fax: 432-684-6005

midland@rrc.texas.gov

District 8A Lubbock

6302 Iola Avenue, Suite 600

Lubbock, TX  79424

Phone: 806-698-6509

Fax: 806-698-6532

DOLubbock8A@rrc.texas.gov

District 09 Wichita Falls

5800 Kell Blvd., Suite 300

Wichita Falls, TX  76310

Phone: 940-723-2153

Fax: 940-723-5088

wichita_falls@rrc.texas.gov

District 10 Pampa

200 West Foster, Room 300

Pampa, TX  79065

Phone: 806-665-1653

Fax: 806-665-4217

pampa@rrc.texas.gov
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Contact Information

• Miriam Borrego

• San Angelo Program Specialist, Oil & Gas Division

• Phone: 325-657-7450

• Email: Miriam.Borrego@rrc.texas.gov 

• Diane Beckham

• Abilene Assistant Director, Oil & Gas Division

• Phone: 325-692-0404

• Email: Diane.Beckham@rrc.texas.gov
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