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Power Point Presentation

This presentation is available for download 
from the RRC website at 
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-
safety/training/workshops-and-
conferences/pipeline-safety-permitting-and-
damage-prevention-webinar/.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrc.texas.gov%2Fpipeline-safety%2Ftraining%2Fworkshops-and-conferences%2Fpipeline-safety-permitting-and-damage-prevention-webinar%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Banks%40rrc.texas.gov%7C39d63eaa0a5e4bc4527008d8cc41e5c0%7Ca3b01f75ff4a40019d689ba9ec5ea0bc%7C0%7C0%7C637483930743092510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4xBSov7zBfRBoClwB8edhlRU3y1IACucGPkTpDNoN4E%3D&reserved=0
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Pipeline Permitting Updates
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• 16 TAC 3.70
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.
TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc
=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=16&pt=1&ch=3&rl
=70

3.70 Rule Changes (1 of 4)
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• Removed lease boundaries as a criteria 
for permitting

• Defined production and flow lines 
compared to gathering
– All gathering lines need a permit

• Reduced late fees for the mileage fee on 
operators with less than 50 miles

• Changed renewal dates based on the first 
letter of the operator’s name

3.70 Rule Changes (2 of 4)
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3.70 Rule Changes (3 of 4)
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3.70 Rule Changes (4 of 4)



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

• 2021 Mileage Fees can 
be paid through the 
POPS system and are 
due April 1st.

• If you have past due 
mileage fees, please 
contact 
pops@rrc.texas.gov

Mileage Fees
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Required Documents (1 of 4)
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Required Documents (2 of 4)
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Required Documents (3 of 4)



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

• To view the Required Documents pdf, 
follow this link:
– https://rrc.texas.gov/media/5s2fl0ym/pipeline-

permit-cheat-sheet.pdf

Required Documents (4 of 4)
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Renewal Cover Letter (1 of 2)
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• Active miles under T4 permit
• T4 permit number
• Email pops@rrc.texas.gov if you have 

questions about your submission before 
submitting

Renewal Cover Letter (2 of 2)
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• https://www.rrc.texas.gov/media/otvb3r5f/n
on-utility-cert-2015.pdf

• Certificate is needed for gas pipelines 
requesting the following status:
– Private operators who purchase gas, 

transport for a fee, or both.

Non Utility Certificate

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrc.texas.gov%2Fmedia%2Fotvb3r5f%2Fnon-utility-cert-2015.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CChris.Vincent%40rrc.texas.gov%7Cfc1fca4f12ee461ef0ed08d8de63967a%7Ca3b01f75ff4a40019d689ba9ec5ea0bc%7C0%7C0%7C637503866607069973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lQp8VnexcU3rE2emKNPX2cB0PywH3rwYY3Ck6AyhDwU%3D&reserved=0
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• PS-48 New Construction Report
– https://www.rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-

safety/reports/new-pipeline-construction-
reports/

8.115 Construction Reporting
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Required:
• Gathering (class 2 – 4) and transmission

– 30 days prior for 1 mile or more
– 60 days prior for 10 miles or more

• Distribution (monthly report)
– Any new system
– Any extension or replacement greater than 3 

miles
• Breakout tanks

– 30 days prior for new breakout tanks

PS-48 (1 of 3)
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Not Required:
• Gathering and transmission

– Less than 1 mile
– Class 1 gathering

• Distribution
– Any extension or replacement less than 3 

miles

PS-48 (2 of 3)
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• Please email completed PS-48's to:
– POPS@rrc.texas.gov

• PS-48's expire after 8 months
– One 6-month extension

• 16 TAC 3.36 and 3.106 (include a PS-79)
– If you require additional information, please 

contact:
• Tom.Fouts@rrc.texas.gov (North)
• Wesley.Dresch@rrc.texas.gov (South)

PS-48 (3 of 3)
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Questions
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•New Permit
•Renewal
•Amendment
•Divesting Transfer

(total or partial)
•Acquiring Full Transfer
•Acquiring Transfer Merge
•Update Contacts
•Inactivate
•Reactivate

Permit Actions
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• When a full permit transfer is submitted:
– The divesting operator submits using the 

Divesting Transfer action, which is approved 
or rejected by the RRC

• The acquiring operator has two options:
– File an "Acquiring Full Transfer" on the 

acquired permit and keep the permit number
– File a "Acquire Transfer Merge" and merge 

the transferred permit into an existing permit 
of the same type.

Transfer Merge
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• If the acquiring operator keeps 
the transferred permit, the 
expiration date will be moved 
to the acquiring operator’s 
designated month.

• The renewal for the permit will be 
paid by the acquiring operator 
upon transfer of the permit if the 
date is moved to an earlier 
expiration date.

• If moved to a later date, it will be 
renewed in that month.

Keeping the Permit Number
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• The acquiring operator 
merges the transferred 
permit into one of their 
existing permits.

• The acquiring operator 
will submit the "Acquire 
Transfer Merge" on an 
existing permit, not 
the transferred permit.

Merging the Transferred Permit
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Merging the Transferred Permit (1 of 2)
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Merging the Transferred Permit (2 of 2)



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

What can and cannot be combined
• Here is what can be combined:

– Gathering and Transmission
– H2S with no H2S
– Lines not connected
– Crude and Refined Products, all on the same is ok

• Here is what cannot be combined:
– Gas and Liquids
– Private lines and any Common Carrier (liquids) or 

Gas Utility (gas) lines
– Different economic operators
– Different owners
– Interstate and Intrastate
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Questions
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Pipeline Mapping Updates
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• New Transfer Merge function in POPS
• Most common shapefile submission 

errors
• How to file (most common applications)
• New resources

Mapping Presentation Overview
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• What is a Transfer Merge (TM)?
– A new way to do a full transfer for the 

acquiring operator
– Full Transfer vs. Transfer Merge

Transfer Merge (1 of 2)
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• Divesting side files first
• No renewal fee upon 

acquisition
• Can acquire multiple 

permits at once
• Mapping required for 

acquiring side
• Divesting permit number 

becomes inactive and 
acquiring operator 
chooses keeper permit

Transfer-Merge
• Divesting side files first
• Pay renewal fee upon 

acquisition
• Can only acquire one 

permit at a time
• No mapping required for 

either side
• Divesting permit number 

transferred to acquiring 
operator

Full Transfer

Transfer Merge (2 of 2)
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• Must contain new and existing lines
• Must include abandoned lines

#1. Shapefile does not contain all 
lines in permit

Mistake #1 (1 of 2)
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Overview Map 
Permit 01234

Mistake #1 (2 of 2)
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Amendment cover letter must include:
1. The type of amendment(s)
2. The mileage associated with the 

amendment(s)
3. The new total active mileage

#2. Not enough information in the 
cover letter

Mistake #2 (1 of 3)
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“We have some new line to report, and we are also 
removing some line. Please make the changes.”

Poor Cover Letter

Mistake #2 (2 of 3)
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“We are amending permit 01234 to report 1.50 
miles of newly built pipeline, and to report 6.50 
miles of line that were abandoned in place.”

Active total before amendment: 10.00 miles
PA (pipeline addition): 1.50 miles
BP (abandon in place): 6.50 miles
Active total after amendment: 5.00 miles

Good Cover Letter

Mistake #2 (3 of 3)
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• We use a series of codes to describe 
amendments (i.e. PA, DP)

• Find the appropriate code by viewing 
the T4_AMD table in A Guide to 
Shapefile Submissions 

• Codes must match between shapefile 
and cover letter

#3. Using incorrect T4_AMD code

Mistake #3 (1 of 3)
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“DP: We are removing 6.25 miles from our permit.”

Poor Cover Letter
For DP (“delete pipeline”)

Mistake #3 (2 of 3)
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“DP: We are removing 6.25 miles from our permit 
because it was physically removed from the 
ground.”

“DP: We are removing 6.25 miles from our permit 
because we have determined it should not be 
permitted by the RRC.”

Good Cover Letter
For DP (“delete pipeline”)

Mistake #3 (3 of 3)
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• My review includes comparing shapefile 
and cover letter mileage

• I calculate your shapefile mileage using 
Texas Statewide Mapping System as a 
projected coordinate system

• I compare this number to your cover 
letter 

#4. Mileage discrepancy between 
shapefile and cover letter

Mistake #4
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• 15 required fields
• 17 required fields (if liquid and 6-8”)

– SMYS and USA

#5. Shapefile attribute table is 
missing fields

Mistake #5
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• Character limit / data type
• Lowercase letters in attribute table
• Combination of liquid and gas
• Combination of interstate / intrastate

More reasons for rejection (1 of 2)
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• Invalid projection
– NAD 1927 or NAD 1983 (unprojected)

• Invalid characters in shapefile name
– Valid: letters, numbers, underscores

• Amendment_01234.dbf
– Invalid: spaces, periods, special characters

• A.B.C. Pipeline Company @ 01234.dbf

More reasons for rejection (2 of 2)
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Questions
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How to file...
– Transfer Merge (TM)
– Partial Transfer (PT)
– Partial Merge (PM)
– Merge Permit (MP)
– Amendment with multiple T4_AMD codes

How to file…



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Transfer Merge (TM): Acquire a full 
permit from another operator, then add 
lines to existing permit

How to file a Transfer Merge (1 of 3)
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How to file a Transfer Merge (2 of 3)
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• Application type: Acquire 
Transfer Merge

• Required attachments
– Shapefile
– Cover letter
– Overview map
– T4-B (transfer form)

How to file a Transfer Merge (3 of 3)
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Divesting Partial Transfer (PT): Send 
some lines in your permit to another 
operator

How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (1 of 6)
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How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (2 of 6)
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How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (3 of 6)
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How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (4 of 6)
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How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (5 of 6)
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• Application type: Divesting 
Transfer

• Required attachments
– Shapefile, cover letter, overview 

map, T4-B
• Comments

– With PT, either side can go first
– Must file within 30 days of 

“effective transfer date”
– Show all lines
– Make sure both sides report 

consistent information

How to file a Divesting Partial Transfer (6 of 6)
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Acquiring Partial Transfer (PT): Add 
some lines to your permit from another 
operator

How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (1 of 6)
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How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (2 of 6)
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How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (3 of 6)
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How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (4 of 6)
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How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (5 of 6)
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• Application type: 
Amendment

• Required attachments
– Shapefile, cover letter, 

overview map, T4-B (transfer 
form)

• Comments
– With PT, either side can go 

first
– Must file 30 days after 

approval of divesting side (will 
receive a letter)

– Show all lines
– Make sure both sides report 

consistent information

How to file an Acquiring Partial Transfer (6 of 6)



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Partial Merge (PM): Move a portion of 
lines to another permit, same operator

How to file a Partial Merge (1 of 6)



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

How to file a Partial Merge (2 of 6)
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How to file a Partial Merge (3 of 6)
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How to file a Partial Merge (4 of 6)
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How to file a Partial Merge (5 of 6)
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• Application type: Two 
amendments

• Required 
attachments
– Shapefile, cover letter, 

overview map
• Comments

– Like a PT, but you have 
to do both parts

– Can it be combined? 

How to file a Partial Merge (6 of 6)
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Can be combined:
• Gathering and transmission
• Disconnected lines
Cannot be combined:
• Gas and liquid
• Interstate and intrastate
• Private and gas utility / common carrier
• Different economic operators
• Pipeline owner is different from pipeline operator

For more information, see Pipeline Safety FAQ:
https://rrc.texas.gov/about-us/faqs/pipeline-safety-
faqs/pipeline-permitting-and-mapping/

Can it be combined in a permit?
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Merge Permit (MP): Consolidate 
multiple permits, same operator

How to file a Merge Permit (1 of 5)
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How to file a Merge Permit (2 of 5)
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How to file a Merge Permit (3 of 5)
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Application type: 
Amendment + Inactivate

How to file a Merge Permit (4 of 5)
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• Required attachments (amendment):
– Shapefile, cover letter, overview map

• Required attachments (inactivate)
– Cover letter

• Comments
– File inactivate and amendment at same time
– Can it be combined? 

How to file a Merge Permit (5 of 5)
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Description: multiple changes to report; for 
example, new pipeline + abandoned pipeline 
+ deleted pipeline + acquire partial transfer

• Application type: Amendment
• Attachments: depends
• Comments: cannot process 

multiple T4_AMD codes on a Divesting 
Transfer; DP

How to file multiple T4_AMD codes
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– Pipeline Permitting General Contact
• 512-463-6802
• POPS@rrc.texas.gov

– Ryan Hejl
• 512-463-3863
• Ryan.Hejl@rrc.texas.gov

– Bruce Waterman
• 512-463-3046
• Bruce.Waterman@rrc.texas.gov

Contact (1 of 2)
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– Karley Bisbano
• 512-463-6828
• Karley.Bisbano@rrc.texas.gov

– Chris Vincent
• 512-463-6519
• Chris.Vincent@rrc.texas.gov

– Andy Martinec
• 512-463-6519
• Andy.Martinec@rrc.texas.gov

Contact (2 of 2)
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• Pipeline Fees: https://rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-safety/pipeline-
fees/

• Permitting and Mapping: https://rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-
safety/permitting-and-mapping/

• PS-48 Reports: https://rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-
safety/reports/new-pipeline-construction-reports/

• Required Permit 
Documents: https://rrc.texas.gov/media/5s2fl0ym/pipeline-
permit-cheat-sheet.pdf

• How to create POPS filer 
accounts: https://rrc.texas.gov/forms/online-filing-at-
rrc/maintaining-filer-accounts/

Resources
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Questions
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Evaluation
• Please complete the evaluation available 

on the RRC website at 
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-
safety/training/workshops-and-
conferences/pipeline-safety-permitting-
and-damage-prevention-webinar/.

Archive Video
• A link to the archive video of the webcast 

will be available on the same webpage.

Evaluation & Archive Video

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rrc.texas.gov%2Fpipeline-safety%2Ftraining%2Fworkshops-and-conferences%2Fpipeline-safety-permitting-and-damage-prevention-webinar%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Banks%40rrc.texas.gov%7C39d63eaa0a5e4bc4527008d8cc41e5c0%7Ca3b01f75ff4a40019d689ba9ec5ea0bc%7C0%7C0%7C637483930743092510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4xBSov7zBfRBoClwB8edhlRU3y1IACucGPkTpDNoN4E%3D&reserved=0
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